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The Office of Economic Development (OED) leads marketing efforts to businesses
interested in relocating to Danbury, and provides support services created to expand existing
local businesses. A variety of assistance is available which has been designed to facilitate and
stimulate the process of business and community development. OED is dedicated to
providing Danbury with growth opportunities while incorporating diverse cultural, historical
and natural resources within the city.

Consistent with its mission, the OED submits its monthly report for December, 2004.

Marketing and Promotion:

¢ Development of the marketing piece in the form of an interactive CD-ROM for a
direct mail campaign targeted at recruiting businesses to Danbury is progressing.



I have been working with the Connecticut Economic Resource Center’'s (CERC)
consultant on different designs for the CD. Also, I have asked Jessica Soriano to work
with me on the project to provide content and photos specific to the city.

The remaining work on the project entails gathering information for the CD- a task that
has been ongoing. Content, in the form of company/agency overview, contact person,
address, phone, fax, website and email address are being confirmed for the numerous
economic development resource providers that will be listed on the CD (see Attachment A
for an example).

In addition, I am considering approaching individual companies that may be interested in
sponsorship of specific pages on the CD. Sponsorship would further defray the costs of
the project. However, given the time involved with verifying and creating content,
solicitation of sponsorships with out additional administrative support may delay the
project.

¢ The OED continues to respond to inquiries from the press and other media outlets on a
regular basis. Attached is a piece from a recent issue of the Fairfield County Business
Journal highlighting Danbury as part of an economic overview of the region (see
Attachment B).

Strategic Economic Development:

¢ OED is in the process of applying to the US Department of Commerce’s Economic
Development Administration (EDA) to undertake a study known as a Strategic Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS)

A CEDS is required for a region to qualify for EDA assistance under its public works,
economic adjustment, and most planning programs, and is a prerequisite for designation
by EDA as an economic development district (EDD).

As reported last month, the cost of a CEDS is approximately $50,000.00. The Housatonic
Valley Council of Elected Officials has committed $15,000.00 to the project. If approved,
EDA’s contribution would be approximately $25,000.00. As mentioned above, NU is
interested in participating, with a likely contribution of $5,000.00. The balance will come
in the form of in-kind contributions from OED’s administration of the study.



Business Assistance:

¢ the development of a database of economic development information and contacts
continues; however, it must be noted that without administrative staff, projects of this
type are difficult to update and complete due to the time required to input data.

e OED regularly receives inquiries regarding various properties located in Danbury.
Some are initial inquiries, some are confidential at this time. The OED treats each on a
case-by —case basis, answering questions regarding available economic development t
assistance, or referring the inquiry to the appropriate party that may meet the needs of
the inquiring client.

Other:

» continued meetings with members of the Danbury development and commercial
brokerage community (ongoing process).

e continued meetings with state, regional, and other economic development officials and
attendance at various statewide events and seminars (ongoing process).

e consistent with the mission of the OED, and in addition to any responsibilities to
municipal boards and commissions, I also regularly attend meetings of the following
organizations: Northwest Regional Workforce Investment Board (WIB), City Center
Danbury, Greater Danbury Chamber of Commerce, Western Connecticut CID
(commercial realtors/brokers), Housing Opportunities Committee (United Way of
Northern Fairfield County).
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Transportation

Housatonic Area Regional Transit (HART). HART is Greater Danbury's public

transportation provider. It was founded in 1972, and currently operates a 15 Route
system as well as Paratransit /Dial-a-Ride service (SweetHART). HART runs

Bus-to-Rail shuttles, a trackless Trolley, Contract transit and maintenance services.

We provide service to the Greater Danbury Area and beyond, with connections to
other transit providers in the NY and CT metro areas.

Contact HART:
62 Federal Road
Danbury, CT 06810
Tel: 203-744-4070
Fax: 203-744-0764

email: info @hartct.org
website: www.hartct.org
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