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CITY OF DANBURY
155 DEER HILL AVENUE
DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810

DAVID W. ST. HILAIRE (203)797-4652
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE FAX: (203)796-1526
MEMORANDUM
TO: HON. MARK D BOUGHTON VIA THE COMMON COUNCIL
FROM:  DAVID W. ST. HILAIRE, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE %

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION-DEP INVASIVE PLANTS GRANT
DATE: 11/19/2008

Attached for your review is a resolution which would allow the City of Danbury, Health,
Housing and Welfare Department to apply for and accept funding from the State of Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection through the Invasive Plants Council. This funding would
be used to provide long term control for nuisance plants at Candlewood Town Park. Project costs
will not exceed $50,000, with the State providing up to $37,500(75%)of the costs, and the City
providing up to $12,500(25%) of the project costs through in-kind indirect costs as allowed by the
grant. A budget is also included for your reference.

The Common Council is respectfully requested to consider this resolution at its next meeting, If

you have any questions or should require any additional information, please contact my office at 203-
797-4652.

DWS/sk
Attach.

cc: S. LeRoy
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RESOLUTION

CITY OF DANBURY, STATE OF CONNECTICUT

A.D., 200_

RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Danbury:

WHEREAS the State of Connecticut, Department of Environmental Protection, has
made a grant opportunity available to the City of Danbury, Department of Health,
Housing and Welfare through the Invasive Plants Council; and

WHEREAS if awarded, this funding will be used to provide a long term naturally
occurring control for nuisance plants at Candlewood Town Park; and

WHEREAS the funding will cover a project cost not to exceed $50,000, with the State
providing up to $37,500 (75%) of the cost and the City providing up to $12,500 (25%) of
the project cost through indirect costs as allowed by the grant; and

WHEREAS the project covered by this funding must be completed within one year of
grant award. R

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT Mark D. Boughton, Mayor of the City of
Danbury, or Scott T. Leroy, Director of Health, Housing and Welfare, as his designee, is
authorized to apply for and accept this funding and execute on behalf of the City of
Danbury all contracts, agreements or amendments and to take all actions necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this funding.
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CITY OF DANBURY

HEALTH, HOUSING, & WELFARE DEPARTMENT
155 DEER HILL AVENUE, DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810

Central Health & Housing Office Central Welfare Office
203 - 797-4625 203 - 797-4569
Fax 796-1596 Fax 797-4566
| MEMORANDUM |
11/17/08

TO: David St. Hilaire, Finance Director

From: Scott LeRoy, Director of Health, Housing & Welfare /%_’

Re: DEP Grant for the Control of Invasive Plants at Candlewood Town Park

Please add this grant to the Common Council’s December 2008 agenda for their review. The
proposed grant can be used to apply for up to $50,000 to conduct a project within a 1-year timeframe.

The Department’s proposed grant will focus on providing a long term naturally occurring
biological control for the nuisance plant known as Eurasian watermilfoil in the cove at Candlewood
Town Park. It has been proven in other areas of the country that the introduction of the naturally
occurring aquatic weevil can control the growth of this very invasive weed.

The proposed process takes advantage of a natural feeding relationship b}; “jump starting the
system” with introducing many weevils per plant. Multiple weevils then feed upon the plants in the
~ treated areas. The weevils feed exclusively upon the Eurasian watermilfoil and can kill each plant all
the way down to the root so the plant does not return the next year. Weevils are very selective, live
only on the Eurasian watermilfoil, they cling to the plant very tightly, are about the size of a sesame
seed, cannot bite or sting and are very difficult to see; even with a trained expert to locate them.

Our grant application is supported and, if approved, will be implemented by many partnering
agencies that have experience with weevil introduction (see letter attached); such as the Candlewood
Lake Authority, Western Connecticut State University and the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment
Station. The Candlewood Lake Authority and the Parks & Recreation Department is very excited about
the possibility of treating the cove near Candlewood Town Park for existing DEP mapping shows that
Eurasian watermilfoil is the dominant invasive weed in the entire cove area. These plants are also
picked up by the Recreation Department daily at the beach and the residents have concerns about to the
impact on fishing, the boating channel and their motors as well. '

The grant would be a great opportunity to use native biological methods to minimize the long
term impact of Eurasian watermilfoil in the area of the Candlewood Town Park beach and help
improve recreational uses of Candlewood Lake as well.

Medical Outreach 797-4567 Emergency Shelter 796-1661
Eviction Prevention 797-4565 Dial 2-1-1 for all Em. Shelter Fax  796-1660
Information-Referral 797-4569 Connecticut Services! Administration  796-1504



DEP Invasive Plants Budget
Total Project Costs: 50,000
State Funds
Direct Costs for Project 37,500
City 'In-Kind' Match

Paid fr GF S. LeRoy |40 hours 2,090.80
Baroody |100 hours 3,505.00

Mead 150 hours 4,269.00

ladarola |35 hours 2,683.00

Kaplanis |80 hours 3,094.00

- 15,641.80

~D)
SN



PROGRAM PURPOSE

The introduction and spread of invasive plants in Connecticut poses a serious threat to the
biodiversity of native ecosystems, and can affect the ecological, recreational, and economic
interests of the state. Nonindigenous invasive plants have the potential to establish and spread
rapidly due to a lack of physical and biological constraints in the habitats to which they have
been introduced. In 2003, the Connecticut General Assembly established the Invasive Plant
Council (IPC) (Public Act 03-136) to develop strategies regarding public education, control
methods, prevention, and related activities to begin addressing the adverse consequences of
invasive plants. The IPC currently has a total of up to $175,000 to provide to Connecticut
municipalities in FY 2008/2009 to fund projects controlling or eradicating invasive plants on
publically accessible lands and waters.

Who may apply: Only municipalities are eligible to receive grants through this program. Not-
For-Profit conservation organizations (with 501(c)(3) status) and local interest organizations
such as unincorporated lake associations can develop project proposals in collaboration with
municipalities but only the municipality in which the project site is located can apply for
funding. If the property or water body is located in more than one municipality, two or more
municipalities may apply jointly. The property or water body must be located in Connecticut.

What types of projects are eligible for funding: Eligible project proposals should be for the
control/eradication of non-native invasive plant species. Preferred projects will target new '
infestations (first observed at the property or water body within the last three years)ora
recently-arrived invasive species with only a limited number of populations in the state. Eligible
target species will be those plant species listed in the Connecticut Invasive Plant List in
accordance with Sections 22a-381a and 22a-381b, or listed in Section 22a-381d of the
Connecticut General Statutes (see Appendix E). Target properties and water bodies may be
either publicly or privately owned and must be open to public access and use. Project proposals
targeting native species, or for routine, periodic “maintenance” of invasive species are not
eligible for funding.

Below are a few examples of eligible and ineligible projects (reasoning in parenthesis following
each example):
Eligible projects-

The removal/eradication of mile-a-minute vine by hand pulling and herbicide application on
land trust property open to full public access. (invasive species, full public access, also limited
distribution of plant in CT).

Herbicide treatment to eradicate parrotfeather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) infestation in a lake
with a state boat launch. (invasive species, full public access, also new infestation in CT)

Eradication of yellow floating heart (Nymphoides peltata) by dredging and hand pulling from a
town-owned pond open to the public. (invasive plant, publicly accessible)

Eradication (herbicides, mowing prior to seed set) of Japanese stilt grass patches along hiking
trail protected by permanent easement on otherwise private property. (highly invasive species,



although on “private property”, trail is publicly accessible and trail corridor is protected
through easement)

Ineligible projects-

Roadside spraying of poison ivy and other “weeds” along highway guardrails. (routine
maintenance, native species)

Annual use of a mechanical harvester to clear boat lanes of Eurasian water milfoil
(Myriophyllum spicatum) in a lake with public access. (routine maintenance).

Herbicide treatment of unusually dense growths of common bladderwort (Utricularia vulgaris)
on a lake with a state boat launch. (native species).

AWARD PROCESS

Proposals will first be reviewed for completeness and eligibility, and then rated by DEP staff.
Only complete applications will be reviewed further for eligibility (see Appendix F for an
application checklist), and only projects determined to be eligible will be rated.

The Invasive Plants Council will then review the rated applications and submit recommendations
to DEP concerning project selection. Subsequently, applicants will receive written notification
from DEP of the decision on their application. Decisions may include suggested and/or
mandatory modifications of the project and funding of the project in an amount that differs from
the proposal.

Following approval of the project application, a contract will be drafted and mailed out for
signature by the grant recipient and returned for subsequent state contract approval. Project work
to be funded by the grant cannot begin until the execution date of the contract, and project
funding cannot be released until a fully executed contract is in effect.

FUNDING GUIDELINES

In order to be deemed eligible for funding, applicants must meet eligibility requirements and
review criteria (See Attachment A), follow application instructions (Attachment B), complete
and submit a project proposal cover page (Attachment C), complete and submit a budget
summary page (Attachment D), and submit all other materials as indicated in the application
instructions.

Proposed projects:miust be.completed-within-approximately one year from thé contract execution
date®All sea aints that may prolong the project duration must be specifically
‘discussed in th osal. Proposals which demonstrate a commitment to maintain and continue
the project beyond the initial year in which it is implemented, without DEP support, are
encouraged and will receive additional consideration.

Awards will be provided for both terrestrial and aquatic projects (unless sufficient and
suitable proposals are not submitted for one of the two categories). The upper limit for a =
Project is'$50,000 and lower limit is $2,500. Requests for larger grants (up to $75,000) may be
considered, but only for exceptional and well-justified proposals. Matching funds are required:

for at least 25% of project costs (the State will provide up to 75% of the cost). Indirect costs are:



not eligible for funding through the grant, but may be used as part of applicant’s match. At
project completion, the awardee must submit a final report. This report must include a detailed
financial summary. This financial summary must show full project costs and clearly identify
direct grant costs as well as matching and in-kind costs. As post-treatment monitoring is an
important aspect of invasive species control and management, please ensure that these reports
are provided to DEP. They will be useful in determining which actions are most effective, and
just as important, identify those actions that are not successful.

A maximum of two (2) proposals may be submitted for consideration by an individual applicant.

COMMUNICATIONS NOTICE:

All applications/materials must be submitted to and communications shall be with:

Bill Foreman, Environmental Analyst
Department of Environmental Protection
BNR- Inland Fisheries Division
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106-5127

Phone:  860-424-3868

Fax: 860-424-4070

Email:  William.foreman(@ct.gov

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION:

Applicants are advised not to include in their proposals any proprietary information. The
Connecticut Freedom of Information Act generally requires the disclosure of documents in the
possession of the State upon request of any citizen, unless the content of the document falls
within certain categories of exemption. An example of an exemption is a “irade secret,” as
defined by statute (C.G.S. § 1-19(b)(5)). If the information is not readily available to the public
from other sources and the applicant submitting the information requests confidentiality, then the
information generally is considered to be “given in confidence.” Confidential information must
be isolated from other material in the proposal and labeled CONFIDENTIAL.

STYLE REQUIREMENTS

Proposals must conform to the following requirements: (1) be word processed or typewritten, (2)
use Times New Roman font type and font size of not less than 10 and not more than 12 points,
(3) be on 8.5” x 11 paper except for the maps and other attachments which may be no larger
than 11” x 177, (4) have margins of not less than 1” on the top, bottom, and sides of all pages, (5)
be not more than 20 pages in length (not including maps and other attachments such deeds,
letters of consent, etc.), (6) display the applicant’s name on the header of each page, and (7)
display page numbers at the bottom of each page.

MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS
An applicant may submit a maximum of two (2) proposals in response to this RFP.
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CONTRACT COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS: (required for any application exceeding

$4,000.00)

See CHRO website for specific Contract Compliance forms. The following table will assist in
determining which forms are required. Note that CHRO has issued a temporary exemption
from the requirements for contracts with municipalities. This exemption expires on
12/31/2008 and it is unknown whether it will be extended.

Contract amount

Report Required — Affidavit for

as applicable..

Bidder Contract Compliance Monitoring |Affirmative Action |CHRO Requires Pre

Certification of Subcontractors as \Affirmative Action
Minority business Enterprises (MBE's), Plan

Plan Required \Approval of

$0-$4,000.00

No paperwork required.

Nov

¢ Works Contrac

$10,000 - $249,999.99

Yes

Pub orks.Contrac

$10,000 - $50,000.00

Yes No n/a
$50,000.01 - $500,000 Yes Yes No
$500,000.01 or more Yes Yes Yes






