~AD HOC REPORT~ / 00)\
Sewer & Water Service—Candlewood Park

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Chairman Joseph Cavo called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 15, 2012, . Present were
Committee members Thomas Saadi and Andrew Wetmore. Also present were Laszlo Pinter, Deputy
Corporation Counsel; Farid Khouri, City Engineer; Antonio Iadarola, Director of Public Works; Wayne
Sheppard, Chief of Staff for the Mayor’s Office; Ex Officio: Jack Knapp; Petitioners: Richard Freedman and
Ralph Gallagher; and, members of the public.

Chairman Cavo introduced everyone present at the meeting, noted that the Planning Commission has given a
positive recommendation based on compliance with all Engineer Department conditions relative to construction,
connections as well as the condition that the utility only serve 202 units. The request is outside the proposed
sewer and water service areas, the POCD does make provisions for exceptions like the request before the
Committee where the extension becomes necessary due to health or environmental problems.

Chairman Cavo opened up the meeting to Mr. Khouri to offer an explanation of the proposal before the
Committee. Mr. Khouri displayed a map of Candlewood Park which he reviewed. Main access to Candlewood
goes around 40 Acre Mountain Road. It is outside the sewer shed area which he pointed out on a second map.
The mobile homes are just outside the limits. There have been some health issues. Pumping occurs every day.
The desire is to have a service connection through an existing manhole that the City owns in Sterling Woods
Condominiums. A private easement would be secured in order to tie in to the manhole. With regard to the
water service, the line would run through the easement to tie in and a meter would be installed to monitor usage.
City and state requirements will be met. Mr. Wetmore asked if the sewer connections in Sterling Woods
Condominiums are capable of handling the additional 200 units from Candlewood Park. Mr. Khouri said there
is an 8-inch line which can handle the additional load. Mr. Saadi expressed a past concern with sewer
extensions being outside the current limit and potential future development which would require residents to
move. Mr. Gallagher pointed out that the request is not an extension of municipal services, it is a connection to
the municipal services. Candlewood Park has been under orders since 1987 by the DEP to connect to the City’s
sewer. Pumping has occurred daily since that time because the sewer system was not available until recently.
Mr. Freedman explained that Candlewood Park is part of a second generation family business—one of the
largest owners of mobile home parks in the Northeast. They have 86 communities. The family has never sold a
park. The family has never closed a park and converted the use. They purchased the community to run it as a
mobile home park indefinitely. DEP will not allow replacement of any homes. The only way to keep the park
vital and to keep it as a source of affordable housing in Danbury and as a producing piece of property on the
Grand List is to be able to replace the homes and renew and refresh the park. The sewer connection is key in the
upgrade and ensuring public health and safety. Mr. Pinter pointed out that there are State tie-ins to this
including the creation of a community sewage system which requires some level of obligation by the units and
the property owner. In order to disengage from that, there are some procedures that would have to be followed.
So, in the event there was a future change of use or a petition of some kind to change it, there are a number of
local and state obligations that would need to be overcome to remove or alter the requirements.

A _motion was made by Councilman Wetmore and seconded by Councilman Saadi
that the Ad Hoc Committee recommends to the City Council the expansion of the
service area, to include a sewer and water service connection to the existing Trailer
Park _mobile units site only from a City sewer and water main within the Sterling
Woods Condominiums complex together with requirement of the private parties to
comply with_all state and local requirements as well as local construction standards,
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and _the creation, ownership and management of a community sewage system as

required by State Law (C.G.S. Sec. 7-246F as amended). _Approval is_also
conditioned on_the Trailer Park and Sterling Woods Association agreeing on_an /?,,/
easement area. The motion passed unanimously. ‘

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Saadi and seconded by Councilman
Wetmore. The motion carried unanimously at 5:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Cavo, Chairman

Thomas Saadi

Andrew Wetmore
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