
 
 

 

City of Danbury Commission for Persons with disAbilities 
155 Deer Hill Avenue, Danbury, CT 06810 

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes – January 14, 2014 - 6:30pm 
 

in attendance: John Gentile (Chairman), Rose Marie Bouciler, Annie Dance, Paul Kachevsky, Joanne 

LaPorta, William Lewis, John Neumuller, Bobby Perez, Chad Sinanian 

absent: Frances Ryan; guest: John Michael Gentile 

 

 Welcome & Introduction: John Gentile 

 

 Review & Accept Minutes: November 12, 2013 (quorum) & December 10, 2013 

 

 Phone Log: John Gentile   

 E-newsletter - Annie Dance  

o have not yet received reimbursement - finance dept. is processing it (per Wayne Shepperd) 

o (see addendum for organizations who opened our latest email sent on 12/31/13) 

o February e-newsletter date and topic TBD  

 

 Social media report as of 1/14/14  

o Facebook: currently 20 likes (up from 19 last month) 

o Twitter: currently 110 followers (up from 55 last month)

 2013 -2014 Recognition Award 

o Housatonic Area Rapid Transportation (HART) Reached out to HART  

o John Gentile has spoken with Rick, will contact Eric (CEO) at HART regarding next steps 

 

 On Demand Transportation: (kept as an open item)  

o Letter to the Mayor  

o Frank Reed will look into possible grant state funding with HART 

o Possibly presented at CT Council on Developmental Disabilities council meeting on 1/14/14  

o see appendix: 

o Frank's letter to the Mayor 

o CT Council on Developmental Disabilities position paper 

o Consumer Involvement Fund (CIF) information and application 

 

 Danbury Buddy Ball Program (training program for children): Update - Frank Reed 

o Frank to follow-up with contact there 

o will keep as an open item on agenda for future meetings 

 

 March of Dimes walk on May 4 - Frank Reed will be the Ambassador for the event 

o Frank to send Annie details - we will send a press advisory a week before the event  

o will keep as open item on the agenda and promote the event closer to the date 

 

 Open Discussion 



 
o Frank Reed - Thursday 1/30 3pm - Frank Reed to speak at Hyde Park for FDR's birthday - 

Wallace Center  

o Chad Sinanian - WeCAHR - to meet at Ability Beyond Disability once a month  

o People First of Danbury  - Shirley Ricart - CACD   

o Annie to send e-newsletter announcement that People First of Danbury needs advisor 

 

 Next Meeting: February 11, 2014 

 

Appendix 
The last e-newsletter, Happy New Year - Join us as we reflect on 2013 and look forward to 2014, was  
sent on 12/31/13 was opened by over 300 people, including people at over 80 different organizations:
 

ADA Coalition of CT 

Arizona State University School of Social Work 

Ashfield Healthcare 

Bridgeport Mayor 

Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust 

CBS 

Center for Disease Control Asthma Program 

Center for Health Law and Economics, UMass Medical School 

City of Danbury 

City of Danbury - Equal Housing Opportunity Program 

City of Danbury Commission for Persons with disAbilities 

City of Danbury Fire Department 

City of Danbury Police Department 

City of Danbury, Mayor's Office 

City of New Haven 
Commonwealth Medicine/ 
UMass Med School 

Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA) 

Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center 

CONNECTICUT STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL (SILC) 

CT Dept. of Labor 

CT Mirror 

CT State Dept Of Emergency Services and Public Protection 

CT State Office of Consumer Counsel 

CTemploymentlawblog.com 

Cuyler News Service 

Danbury City Council 

Danbury City Council - 1st Ward City Council 

Danbury City Council - 2nd Ward City Council 

Danbury City Council - Council at Large 

Danbury Hospital 

Danbury Police Department 

Danbury Professional Firefighters Union Local 801 

Dept Of Social Services 

DHHS, 11 SHS 

DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY 

Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF) 

FAP-Friends of Autistic People 

http://eepurl.com/LDoTj


 
Green & Healthy Homes Initiative 

Harvard School of Public Health 

Health Resources in Action 

Human Rights And Opportunities, Commission On 
INDEPENDENCE NORTHWEST - CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING OF NW 
CONNECTICUT 

Indoor Environments Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

LA Times 

LADIES' HOME JOURNAL 

Lifespan/Women's Medicine Collaborative 

MA Department of Public Health 

Mental Health & Addiction Services, Dept Of 

National Diabetes Education Program 

NBC Connecticut 

Network Health 

New Milford Hospital 

News 12 Westchester 

NH Asthma Control Program 

Norwalk Hospital 

Orange County Post 

Outdoor Writers Assosication of America 

Public Health, Dept Of 

Register Star 

Rhode Island Hospital 

St Joseph hospital 

State of Connecticut Legislative Management 

State of Connecticut Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities 

State of CT Insurance Dept. 

The Academy of International Studies, Danbury Public Schools 

The Cornwall Local 

The Journal News 

The New York Times 

The News-Times 

The News-Times - Hearst Media 

The Poughkeepsie Journal 

The Putnam County Courier 

Time 

UMass Memorial 

Waterbury Hospital 

WBNR AM 

WCBS AM (880) 

WDNB FM 

Westchester News 

William W. Backus Hospital 

Woman's Day 
 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Annie Dance 




































