CITY OF DANBURY

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
155 DEER HILL AVENUE
DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810

Location: Room 3C City Hall

Minutes from Monday, August 11, 2008

Commissioners Present: Carlo J. Marano, Robert L. King, Peter N. Buzaid, Carlo J. Marano, Joan S. Mead

Mary Comstock, Paul E. Swenson, Diane R. Servello and Edward T. Torian

Commissioner Absent: Mary M. Cronin
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The commission discussion and accepted the minutes from the July 28, 2008 meeting with certain
corrections.
The commission heard input from the public:
Lynn Waller asked that the Commission listen to both sides of the aisle;

Al Robinson asked for the exact dates and times the City Clerk was invited to speak and

stated that only the Common Council has the authority to hire an assistant clerk under the

Charter.
The commission had an extended discussion with Joseph Cavo Council President regarding the
office of City Clerk, which Mr. Cavo stated functions effectively and efficiently under the current City
Clerk who provides support with a part-time person. He believes that the position should be
retained as an elective citywide office with perhaps a different name. Mr. Cavo also supports
lengthening the terms of office of all city elected officials to 4 years. He also discussed the wisdom of
reducing the number of positions on the council to a much smaller number such as 7. to make a
more effective body. Mr. Cavo also believes that the council fiinctions well with the mayor as its
presiding officer.
The commission voted unanimously to add a discussion with Alan Baker Chief of Police to the
agenda. In discussion with Chief Baker he made several suggestions to change the language of the
charter to eliminate the need for newly hired officers to be approved by the council as they already
have met all the requirements of civil service and state law regarding eligibility and training. He also
discussed eliminating the charter provision requiring special police officers as state law requires
police officers including special police officers have 800 hours of training, He explained that the
elimination of the charter provision requiring special police officers would not prevent the police
department from using special police officers and that the current special police officers, 13 of them,
will not lose their positions if the change to the charter is made. He also proposed incorporating the
specific educational and experience requirements for a Chief of Police in the Charter
The Commission agreed to discuss changes to regarding special police at its next meeting on
August 22, 2008.
The Commission unanimously voted to add to the agenda and to discuss changes to § 8-10 to the
Charter requiring the periodic review of the Charter at least every ten years and unanimously voted
to adopt that change.
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