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Introduces: 
 



It is with great pleasure that I introduce to you the newest blight and litter 
control initiative in the City of Danbury, Danbury I-Pledge. 

  

I –Pledge is an opportunity for all of us to renew our commitment to 
protecting and preserving Danbury’s environmental future by pledging to 
eliminate litter and blight throughout our great city. 

  

Our goal with I-Pledge is to build a community and volunteer driven program 
that further boosts our quality of life, while implementing more effective 
awareness programs in our schools, and increasing enforcement.   

  

We want our children to learn to appreciate and value the beauty of our 
community at a young age so that they can continue blight and liter 
prevention into their adult lives.   

  

In addition, we want to put an emphasis on implementing and expanding our 
current blight regulations, and to reprimand individuals who do not follow 
our laws.    

  

Please read through this information and address a blight issue close to your 
home or somewhere in the city; and take the Pledge! You can become 
involved through clean-up programs already being implemented by my 
office, talk to your children about this plan and what they can do, or report 
a blight crime to the authorities using City Line 311. 

  

It takes each individual, young and older, who lives and works or visits our city, 
for this initiative to be successful, and I am asking you to do your part. 

 



 

What is Litter? 
Litter  = Waste products that are disposed of improperly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Litter Is Your Problem 
 Litter  cost our City thousands of tax dollars a year 

 Litter has a negative effect on health and wellness 

 Litter is a crime that attracts more crime 

 Litter threatens our wildlife, reservoirs and other waterways 
such as our Lakes, Ponds and Rivers 

 Litter  decreases property values 

 Litter  decreases pride in our community 

 Litter is a major factor when families and businesses consider  
a new home 

 
Some facts: 
 

Cigarette butts and other tobacco products alone is 
responsible for 37 % of litter 
 
Packaging litter - food scraps, wrappers, candy and snack 
packaging, and containers, comprise 46 % of litter 
 
Motorists and pedestrians are responsible for 76% of 
roadside litter in the United States 

- Litter Research 
Keep America Beautiful – Jan 2010 



How To Prevent Litter 
 Instruct children and adults to set an example by properly 

disposing of trash 

 Pick up one piece of litter every day  

 Keep a litter bag in your vehicle 

 Provide adequate waste containers with lids at home, 
business and public spaces 

 Businesses and apartment complexes should clean their 
waste disposal areas regularly 

 Bundle and securely tie your newspapers and other 
recyclables so they don’t blow away 

 All vehicles, especially trash haulers must cover up their 
loads to prevent loose articles from blowing to the ground 

 Participate in volunteer litter clean-ups. Communities 
that make cleaning up a priority, inspire others to do the 
same 

 Ask neighbors, civic organizations and businesses you 
know to form a team and Adopt-A-Street or Adopt-A-
Spot. By pledging to care for a City street or property you 
are setting the ultimate example of how important a clean 
community really is. Clean and beautiful areas tend to 
discourage littering. Contact the Mayor’s Office for details 
on how you can help make a difference. 



Initiatives and Enforcement 

 
Increased police enforcement of litter laws and statutes.  
If you litter, you’re breaking the law….and it will cost you! 
It is everyone’s responsibility to manage and upkeep their 
property. The Unified Neighborhood Inspection Team 
(UNIT) will ensure those in violation of Danbury Blight 
Ordinances will be notified. Those not adhering to the 
notice can incur severe fines.   
Installation of new sidewalk trash containers throughout 
City Center and beyond 
Introducing state of the art and eco friendly recyclable 
trash units for City Center and parks. Through a corporate, 
private and City sponsorship, these trash disposals, will 
compact and help sort pedestrian trash encouraging 
proactive community participation in keeping our City 
clean. 
Initiate new anti-litter educational program at our schools 
to educate our youth on the damage litter poses to our 
community.  
Increase awareness of City programs to engage the 
community in year-round neighborhood beautification. 
These programs include the City of Danbury Adopt-a-Street 
and Adopt-a-Spot programs. 
   



The Danbury Police Department takes a strong stance on 
littering. Violators face fines, forfeiture of vehicle and 
prison. 
 
Sec. 22a-250  Littering or dumping prohibited: Carries a 
Minimum fine of $219 (Surcharges may be added on) 
 
Sec. 22a-250a Forfeiture of vehicles used in violations of 
environmental laws.  
++ If the material being dumped is deemed Hazardous 
Material: Connecticut has established a maximum penalty 
of $25,000 per day per violation and imprisonment of one 
year or both.++ 
Sec. 22a-250b  Reward for information re illegal 
dumping: The Commissioner of Environmental Protection 
may offer a reward of up to one thousand dollars for 
information which leads to the imposition of a civil penalty 
for a violation of Sec. 22a-250. 
 
The Danbury Police Department has Officer Ken Utter who 
is assigned to Graffiti and Blight in the City of Danbury. 
Together with the Danbury UNIT they dedicate their efforts 
to making the City of Danbury a cleaner place to live. 
Officer Ken Utter can be reached at 203-796-1662. 
Residents can also call the Danbury Police 
Department 203-797-4611 to report illegal dumping. 























“I Pledge….. 
 To read the information on the impact of litter 

provided here so I can learn and understand the 
serious impact litter has on my family and 
community. 

 To pick up at least one piece of trash a day. If I see 
litter on the ground, I will pick it up and place it in 
the trash can. 

 To ensure trash can lids are closed tightly so that 
trash doesn’t blow to the ground 

 To bundle and securely tie my newspapers and other 
recyclables so they don’t blow away 

 To keep a trash bag in the family car and empty it in 
the family trash can when we get home 

 To participate in volunteer litter clean-ups 

 To report unlawful dumping and littering to the 
police or Cityline 311 

 To ask neighbors, civic organizations and businesses 
I know to form a team and Adopt-a-Street or Adopt-
a-Spot 

 To always remember that Pledging to keep our 
community clean is not a one time thing…..it should 
be a lifetime commitment for me, my family and 
friends.  

 

 

 

 


